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California Weed Management AreasCalifornia Weed Management Areas

Weed Management Area (WMA) are:Weed Management Area (WMA) are:

Coalitions of diverse stakeholdersCoalitions of diverse stakeholders

Identifying common goalsIdentifying common goals

Coordinating efforts to utilize resources Coordinating efforts to utilize resources 
efficientlyefficiently

FortyForty--five (45) WMAs covering the entire statefive (45) WMAs covering the entire state



California Weed Management AreasCalifornia Weed Management Areas

HistoryHistory
Local WMA groups began forming Local WMA groups began forming -- midmid--9090’’ss
Statewide program created in 1999 Statewide program created in 1999 
Originally funded via legislationOriginally funded via legislation

AB 1168 (Frusetta) $500,000 1999AB 1168 (Frusetta) $500,000 1999--20022002
SB 1740 (Leslie) $5 million 2000SB 1740 (Leslie) $5 million 2000--20042004

Lead Lead –– Calif. Dept. of Food and AgricultureCalif. Dept. of Food and Agriculture
Funding has been matched 3:1!Funding has been matched 3:1!



Weed Management AreaWeed Management Area
ActivitiesActivities

Mapping and surveyingMapping and surveying

Strategic planning and Strategic planning and 
prioritization of weed speciesprioritization of weed species

Control and eradicationControl and eradication

Awareness and educationAwareness and education



Weed Management AreaWeed Management Area
ActivitiesActivities

Mapping and SurveyingMapping and Surveying



Control and Eradication Control and Eradication 
Projects 2000Projects 2000--20042004

Over 128,000 acres have been treated in CAOver 128,000 acres have been treated in CA

Utilizing a variety of control techniquesUtilizing a variety of control techniques

Monitored and documented successMonitored and documented success



Mechanical ControlsMechanical Controls

Hand pulling projects



Mechanical ControlsMechanical Controls

Before – blackberry, purple loosestrife, edible fig

After



ChemicalChemical treatmentstreatments

Tree of Heaven – drill injection

Yellow starthistle control project

Spotted knapweed work



CulturalCultural ControlsControls

Scotch broom removal – South Lake Tahoe



CulturalCultural ControlsControls

Utilizing goats - Catalina Island Conservancy



Recovery of Recovery of 
habitat by habitat by 
removing removing 
Arundo donaxArundo donax

Documentation 
of success!



Awareness and EducationAwareness and Education

General publicGeneral public



Awareness and EducationAwareness and Education
Identification Training and Prevention Identification Training and Prevention 

PracticesPractices

USFS and conservancy crews



Awareness and EducationAwareness and Education

Educate legislators Educate legislators 
and staff and staff 

Invasive Weeds Invasive Weeds 
Awareness Day at Awareness Day at 
the Capitol the Capitol 



Awareness and EducationAwareness and Education

Reached Reached 
88,800 88,800 
people people 
across across 

the state!the state!



California Weed Management AreasCalifornia Weed Management Areas

Why they WORK!Why they WORK!

Local, grassroots, onLocal, grassroots, on--thethe--ground, can do!ground, can do!

Very diverse representation that can agree on Very diverse representation that can agree on 
common goals!common goals!



Weed Management AreasWeed Management Areas
The FutureThe Future

Statewide infrastructure Statewide infrastructure –– continue to support continue to support 
and strengthand strength

Expand volunteer network through education Expand volunteer network through education ––
early detectionearly detection

Identify sustainable fundingIdentify sustainable funding

Local partners will continue to work togetherLocal partners will continue to work together


